
 

 

 

The Lamson Cash Railway System  

Up-to-Date Store, Coolamon 
 
 
 

T

 
he World’s only known Ball-Style Cash Railway System that is still in its original location 

The Lamson Cash Railway System is a significant 
feature of retail history. Installed in the Coolamon Up-to-
Date Store during the early years of Lamson's entry 
onto the Australian retail stage, the Cash Railway is an 
integral feature of the Store. 

 
The Lamson Cash Railway focuses on the store owners' 
desire to have ‘every modern convenience’ in the newly 
constructed Up-To-Date Store. An agent for Lamson 
was first appointed in Australia in 1889. The 
installation of the system in the Store in the early 
1900s, demonstrated the proprietor’s wish to be ‘most 
up-to-date’ in retail technology.  
 
 
Not only did the Lamson Cash Railway provide the store personnel with the very latest advances in retail technology, 
but also provided the assurance of `customer care' to the Coolamon community, with this quick and efficient method of 
cash handling. Undoubtedly, the Store’s piece de resistance, this earlier form of cash carrier is gravity operated.  Timber 
balls with money and docket safely tucked inside roll from counters to cashier’s office along little ‘railway’ tracks. 
 
 
Many of us have seen the spring-loaded “flying fox” cash conveyance systems and modern pneumatic tubes are 
commonplace in large shopping stores around Australia, but Coolamon can proudly claim ownership to 

 
“the World’s only known Ball-Style Cash Railway System still in its original location.” 

 
Michael Pearson Heritage Management Consultant, Duncan Marshall and Linda Young, 
University of Canberra performed a series of queries through State heritage agencies, National 
Trusts and other specialists. The interrogation of the RNE Database and queries to the 
Smithsonian Institute indicate that the model is not known to the specialists there, even though 
they have undertaken research in connection with the Lamson Company. Dr Pearson reports 
that “All investigations indicate that the Lamson Cash Conveyance System is very rare, and is 
unique in remaining largely intact and in its original position at the Up-to-Date Store.” 
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	OPEN
	Tuesday – Friday
	10 AM - 4 PM
	Saturday
	10 AM – 1 PM
	Sunday
	11 AM – 2 PM
	AND  Tours  by  arrangement  - Contact:
	Marcia Hardinge - 02 6927 2244
	Library – 02 6927 2492
	Ajanta Café – 0428 273 450

